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The BGS Building Stone Assessment service
The British Geological Survey offers a Building Stone Assessment service for clients wishing to identify the most appropriate stone to use in a building repair or construction project. The service typically includes a geological description of the existing stone (from a sample supplied by the client) and details of the closest-matching stones currently supplied by UK quarries. Contact details are provided for the relevant stone suppliers. 
The information is presented as a BGS GeoReport. Three options are available:
· Standard service: price £650+VAT*, typical turnaround time of six to eight weeks**
· Fast-track service***: currently unavailable
· Bespoke service****: price and turnaround time on application
* Price is per stone type; the cost increases pro rata with each additional stone type.
** From the date we receive the sample(s) or completed Request Form, whichever is later.
*** This premium service is offered upon request only and may not always be available.
**** This service incorporates non-standard elements. For example, we can make a site visit to collect samples; site visits attract an additional charge and may take longer to arrange.
Samples sent to us must be representative of the stone requiring replacement, and they should be no smaller than 50 x 50 x 30 mm. Whenever possible, samples should include part of the weathered stone surface as well as the fresh stone beneath.  If two or more samples are supplied, each one must be clearly labelled. Any information you can supply about the building or structure (particularly photographs or architectural drawings highlighting the sampling points) and the nature of the repairs to be carried out will allow us to better tailor the stone-matching exercise.
To order a GeoReport, please send a completed Building Stone Assessment Request Form (see overleaf) and one or more stone samples to the address below. The form can be completed by hand and posted to us with the stone sample(s), or it can be completed electronically and emailed to us. The completed form will serve as a formal instruction to proceed with the work. 
Please note that the work will only commence when we have received written confirmation from the individual or organisation to be invoiced that they agree to meet the costs associated with the work (see note at the bottom of the Request Form overleaf). BGS accepts no responsibility for the consequences of delays arising from circumstances that are beyond its control.
An invoice will be issued once our report has been delivered. Actual turnaround times can vary, so please contact us as early as possible if you have an urgent deadline.
Stone samples and completed request forms should be posted to:

For built sites in England & Wales
Dr Steve Parry
British Geological Survey
Environmental Science Centre
Nicker Hill
Keyworth
Nottingham
NG12 5GG
Email: sparry@bgs.ac.uk
For built sites in Scotland 
Mr Luis Albornoz-Parra
British Geological Survey
The Lyell Centre
Research Avenue South
Edinburgh
EH14 4AP

Email: ljap@bgs.ac.uk

BGS Building Stone Assessment Request Form
Details of the sampled building or structure
Name:
Address:
Postcode:
Job details
Number of stone types to be analysed and stone-matched:

What service do you require?	Standard service: £600+VAT per stone type(please see front page for details)


Fast-track service: £750+VAT per stone type (currently unavailable)
	Bespoke service: price on application

What will the new stone be used for? (e.g. full block replacement, indent repairs to cornice, new build extension):

What structural element(s) was the sample taken from? (e.g. mullion on front elevation, ashlar walling of side elevation):

Unless instructed otherwise, we will normally take into consideration the appearance, weathering performance and porosity and permeability characteristics of both the supplied sample(s) and potential replacement stone(s) when making our recommendations. If you wish us to take any other factors into consideration, for example stone strength, please advise us accordingly.
Delivery details (if different)
Name:


Company/
organisation:


Address:


Postcode:

Telephone:

Email:




Billing details
Name:


Company/
organisation:


Address:



Postcode:

Telephone:

Email:

PO number:
















………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Instruction and agreement to pay
I have read the GeoReports Terms & Conditions (available on the BGS website at: https://shop.bgs.ac.uk/Shop/Terms) and agree to pay for the work instructed on this form†.
Name (printed):
Signature:
Date:
Please accept this completed form as an instruction to undertake all necessary work associated with the preparation of a BGS Building Stone Assessment GeoReport.
Name (printed):
Signature:
Date:






Payment method
Invoice			      Credit or debit card


	(If you choose this payment method, be aware that a credit check will take place prior to our setting up an invoice account. Please provide a Purchase Order number under ‘Billing details’ above.)
	(If you choose to pay by card, a member of our General Enquiries team will contact you regarding the card details before work commences; your card will be charged only when the report is delivered.)


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
† Please note that a Building Stone Assessment can only commence once we have received confirmation from the individual or organisation who will be meeting the costs associated with the work. If this is not the named individual above, alternative written confirmation must be provided. This can be submitted by email to: enquiries@bgs.ac.uk.
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